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Military Danger. 59 

[For the Advocate of Peace.] 

MILITARY DANGER. 

"All they that take the sword shall perish with the sword." — matt xxvi. 52. 

No one, accustomed to the strong metaphorical language of our Lord, will 
consider this declaration as predicting the entire destruction, by war, of every 
warrior, but it is certainly emphatic ; and his forward disciple was permitted 
to draw and use the sword, that occasion might be made for its utterance, 
and the record of it to all future ages. It is not merely a warning, but also a 
rebuke. It can import nothing less than an annunciation of the imminent 
danger to life, in the attempt to take it from others ; nothing else but a solemn 
reproof of so violent a mode of the redress of evil, of which he was soon 
about to exhibit a better way. And it is as applicable to nations as to 
individuals. He might have pointed to Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, 
Greece, which had successively been swelled into Empires by war ; and by 
war had been successively blotted from the map of nations. Judea, which 
heeded not his pacific voice, made martial resistance to the Roman power ; 
and her children are scattered over the face of the earth. Gigantic Rome 
itself, whose sword was crimsoned with the blood of every accessible nation 
has been broken up by Barbarian power into fragmentary tribes. More 
recently, Arabia, armed with Mahometan fanaticism, poured her resistless 
legions into the fairest regions of civilization ; and who does not now see, 
that her broken empire is sinking under the martial power of Northern foes 
and pretended Allies ? 

Nations shall yet learn this lesson from bitter experience", which they would 
not receive from the Holy Son of God. Cruel indeed, is the baptism in blood, 
through which the great adversary leads them in their regeneration into the 
empire of love ; but that regeneration will surely come : the angelic voices, 
which announced " peace on earth and good will towards men" will yet be 
recalled ; the prophecy that " nations shall beat their swords into plough- 
shares" shall yet be fulfilled. It will be acknowledged, that the dying 
prayer — " Father forgive them for they know not what they do," was a con- 
quest over the kingdom of Satan, which twelve legions of angels could not 
have achieved ; that the martyr blood of persecution, is more potent than all 
the artillery of earth. 

Christians will yet learn, that the reign of peace is the only permanent 
empire ; and deserting the banners of Mars will give their allegiance to it. 
Not the red cross of a pseudo church, but the white dove of celestial affection, 
shall be their leader ; they will cease to " take the sword" not only, lest they 
" perish with the sword ;" but to escape the peril of their souls, for at the 
great predicted day of judgment, if he who has merely neglected the hungry 
and thirsty, the naked, the sick and the prisoner, shall go into " everlasting 
punishment ;" how much sorer shall be his retribution, whose heartless malig- 
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nity has fostered all these evils. Even the fame to which conscience and 
humanity have alike been immolated, shall be lost in the affections of ages ; 
and no whispers of the names of Alexander, Cesar, Charlemagne and- 
Napoleon, shall ever reach that future of eternity, in which those of Penn and 
Worcester, Fry and Nightingale, shall shine with ever expanding lustre. 

J. P. B. 



THE LAW OP KINDNESS. 

A volume entitled " Illustrations of the Law of Kindness," by G. W. 
Montgomery, has been published at Albany, in the State of New York. It 
is, as a literary work, of little pretensions, but it presents in one focus a 
very considerable number of ane-dotes, exemplifying the superiority of the 
benevolent over the coercive and severe principle, as a mean's of effecting 
good ends amongst our fellow-creatures ; and such reasoning as the book 
contains is animated by all the earnestness of an amiable and trusting na- 
ture. The author classifies his facts into chapters, one of which presents 
scriptural instances, such as that of David's conduct towards Saul in the 
cave ; another presents a brief account of the benevolent proceedings of 
Howard, Oberlin, Penelon, &c; showing how the law of kindness tended in 
their lives to the most brilliant results. 

In the chapter on the disarming force of kindness, we have a story that 
never can be too often told. " It is well known that Quakers, or Friends, 
have adopted the non-resistance principle, or the law, 'overcome evil with 
good.' The founder of Philadelphia, William Penn, was completely armed 
with the spirit of this principle. When he visited this country, he came 
without cannon or sword, and with a determination to meet the Indians with 
truth and kindness. He bought (heir land, and paid them ; he made a treaty 
with them, and observed it: and he always treated them as men. As a 
specimen of the manner in which he met the Indians, the following instance 
is very striking : ' There were some fertile and excellent lands, which, in 
1698, Penn ascertained were excluded from his first purchase; and as he 
was very desirous of obtaining them, he made the proposals to the Indians, 
that he would buy those lands, if they were willing. They returned for 
answer, that they had no desire to sell the spot where their fathers were de- 
posited ; but to please their father Onas, as they named Penn, they said that 
he should have some of the lands. This being decided, they concluded the 
bargain, that Penn might have as much land as a young man could travel 
round in one day, beginning at the great river Cosquanco, now Kensington, 
and ending at the great river Kallapingo, now Bristol ; and as an equivalent, 
they were to receive a certain amount of English good's. Though this plan 
of measuring the land was of their own selection, yet they were greatly dis- 
satisfied with it after it had been tried ; for the young Englishman chosen to 
walk off the land, walked so fast, and so far, as greatly to astonish and mor- 
tify them. The Governor observed this dissatisfaction, and asked the cause. 
' The walker cheated us,' said the Indians. 'Ah, how can that be ?' said 
Penn ; ' did you not choose yourselves to have the land measured in this 
way.' ' True,' replied the Indians ; ' but white brother make a big walk.' 

Some of Penn's commissioners, waxing warm, said the bargain was a fair 
one, and insisted that the Indians ought to abide by it, and if not, should 
be compelled to it. ' Compelled !' exclaimed Penn ; ' how can you compel 
them without bloodshed?' Then turning with a benignant smile to the In- 
dians, he said, " Well, brothers, if you have given us too much land for the 



